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David Archuleta has been telling stories through
his music for years. Now he’s sharing his own.
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When David Archuleta ap
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cently, he was in a very different
place from where he w
antry first 1
inging takent on

s 16 years

But same of the old feelings
came back
When | perform, 1 feel a confi
dence when T'm in my own shows,
0 hack to a TV set
1suddenly feel like I'm under
Archuleta said
aday after his performance
As anyone who has kept up with
Archuleta knows, the singing star

v magnifying ghiss

an Idol” alumnus talks about his music,
his identity journey and being ¢

ithentic to himself.

has gone through a quite public
dentity journey since he came
out as a member of the LGBT
community in June 2021, Part
that journey involved leaving T
Church of Jesus Christ of L
ter-day Saints, in which he grewap.
returned
the show
s runner-up in 2008
rm his new song, “Hell To-
The song captures the re-
wtion his mother, Lupe, had when
he came out, and her eventual de-
cision to leave the Latter-day Saint
faith, too. While he sang, photos of
Archulets and his mother cascaded
across the stage’s backdrop.

he music video for the song, re-

leased a few days after, was filmed

David Archuleta sings at the 2023 Loveloud Festival at the Deita Center.

in an e_pty church, with Archule-

ta at a piano and
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At the end of the video, which is
dedicated to Lupe and includes

home movies of mother and son,
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Archuleta leaves the church and
steps into bright sunlight.
When he’s performing on TV,
he gets in his own
head, feeling anxiety over
scrutinized or not doing well. This
time, he said he went back and
watched his performance — some-
thing he usually doesn't do. Being
on the stage also reminds him of
overanalyzing and critiquing “ev-

nect with people through the story

that I'm telling in the song. I'm re-

ally glad that T got to tell my story.”
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